Launch Housing Lo

Pledge to Treaty

Launch Housing acknowledges the Wurundjeri and Bunurong People of the Kulin Nation on whose lands we live and
work, as well as custodians of all lands, waterways and skies across Victoria. We honour their diverse and continuing
connections to Country and pay our deepest respects to their Elders past and present, whilst remembering that
sovereignty was never ceded.

As a homelessness and housing organisation we acknowledge that the contemporary housing experience of First
Nations Peoples in this country cannot be separated from their historical experience of dispossession and dislocation as
a direct result of colonisation. We are committed to advancing social justice and equity and understand that our work
must be grounded in truth, respect and accountability for the sovereignty and cultural authority of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. We recognise that First Peoples are — and always have been — the experts of their
communities, lands and cultures.

We recognise that Treaty embeds much needed structural change and supports a future led by First Nations
communities. It is an essential move toward justice, self-determination and healing.

With respect for the cultures and leadership of First Peoples, we look forward to walking with the First Peoples’
Assembly of Victoria on the journey to Treaty. We know that we cannot change the past, however, we look forward to
taking steps today, that will help heal the ongoing pain caused by the injustices of yesterday that continue to permeate
current systems and structures.

We know the importance that Treaty holds in creating a better tomorrow, and Launch Housing pledges our unwavering
support to the First Peoples’ Treaty process in Victoria. As we embark on a shared journey to Treaty, we pledge our
commitment to:

o Increase staff capacity and cultural competency in relation to Treaty and First Nations governance

Strengthen partnerships and governance mechanisms that embed self-determination

o Continue to actively contribute to the development of a culturally fit Aboriginal housing and homelessness
sector based on principles of self-determination, as set down by Mana-na woorn-tyeen maar-takoort

o Visibly demonstrate support for Treaty through internal and external communications

o Continue to honour First Peoples names and languages in how we name locations

o Submit a letter to MPs, Ministers, the Premier, Treasurer and other influential decision-makers in support
of Treaty

o Stand in solidarity with the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, publicly supporting their leadership in the
Treaty process

o Ensure Launch Housing’s support for Treaty remains responsive, accountable, and aligned with the
evolving vision and governance of First Peoples in Victoria
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By making this pledge, we affirm our commitment to the self-determination of First Peoples in Victoria as they assert
their rights, tell their truths, and chart a path towards, and healing through, Treaty-making.

Together, we will create a future where First Peoples’ voices are heard, rights are respected, and justice is realised for
generations to come.
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